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STAY CONNECTED

The City of Lockport is on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter! Follow us and
engage at @cityoflockport.

CITY HOLIDAYS

City offices will be closed in
observance of Independence Day on
Thursday, July 4 and Labor Day on
Monday, September 2.

LOCKPORT.ORG
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Services
Police, Fire or Medical Emergency
Police Department (Non-Emergency)
Police Department (Administration)
Fire Department (Non-Emergency)
Fire Department (Administration)
Animal Control
Saint Joseph Hospital
Silver Cross Hospital

911
(815) 838-2131
(815) 838-2132
(815) 838-2121
(815) 838-3287
(815) 838-2131
(815) 725-7133
(815) 300-1100

White Oak Library District
Lockport Township Park District
Lockport Township Government
Lockport Chamber of Commerce
Will County Courthouse
Lockport Post Office

(815) 838-0755
(815) 838-1183
(815) 838-0380
(815) 838-3357
(815) 727-8592
(815) 838-0656

Lockport Township High School
Fairmont School
Taft School
Milne Grove & Kelvin Grove
Walsh, Reed, Ludwig, Oak Prairie
Butler, Young, Hadley, Homer JH
Joliet Junior College
University of Saint Francis
Lewis University

(815) 588-8000
(815) 726-6156
(815) 838-0408
(815) 838-0737
(815) 838-8031
(708) 226-7600
(815) 729-9020
(815) 740-2034
(815) 836-5350

Waste Management
Nicor
Comcast
AT&T
ComEd
J.U.L.I.E.

(800) 796-9696
(888) 642-6748
(866) 594-1234
(888) 611-4466
(800) EDISON-1
(800) 892-0123

Community

Schools

Utilities

MAYOR’S NOTES

On behalf of the City Council, I would like
to welcome you to the summer edition of
the Our Town Lockport newsletter.

State of the City Address

In April, I was honored to deliver an update
on the State of the City at the Monte Bello
Estate in Lockport. During the address, I
had the opportunity to share some of
the recent developments in the City as
well as discuss future projects. The full
video presentation is available on the City
of Lockport’s YouTube channel and on
Facebook @cityoflockport.

New City Council Members

In May, the City Council welcomed new
and returning alderpersons to the City
Council who were elected in the April 2019
Consolidated General Election. Alderman
Larry Schreiber is representing the Ward 1,
and Alderman Mark Lobes is representing
the Ward 3. Alderman J.R. Gillogly, Ward 2
and Alderwoman Joanne Bartelsen,
Ward 4, were elected to serve an
additional term on the City Council.

Capital Improvement Projects

The City continues to invest in our
infrastructure by executing projects
outlined in our Capital Improvement
Plan (CIP). The 2019 budget includes
$16.4 million in capital outlay. Projects
include watermain replacement, road
reconstruction, signalization improvements,
pedestrian/bike path plans/additions,
streetscaping, well construction, parking lot

improvements, stormwater improvements,
and sidewalk replacement. The full CIP is
available on the Engineering page of our
website.

State Street

In 2018 and continuing this spring,
IDOT has made significant progress on
State Street. Dedicated left-turn lanes,
northbound and southbound State Street
have been installed to alleviate congestion
and improve safety. New water main, storm
sewers, sidewalk, curb and gutter have
been installed. On-street parking has been
maintained and reconstructed with bumpouts to serve as traffic calming devices.
The contractor will remove and install
surface roadway on State Street and install
permanent street lighting and traffic signals
at the intersection of State and 9th Streets.
Construction is scheduled to be completed
this summer.
I realize that the project has been painful
and maddingly slow at times. I often get
calls about why the project is taking so
long for what appears to be nothing more
than new curbs and planters. Eighty-five
percent of what needed to be done will
never be seen. By far, the most difficult and
time-consuming parts of the project are
things like utility upgrades, water mains,
and vault stabilization next to 150+ yearold buildings. The good news is that the
improvements inspired investors to put
private money into our historic downtown.
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Joe and Sherie Gallas purchased four
buildings on State Street and are completely
rehabilitating the empty and crumbling
properties. Their personal venture, the
Stagecoach Eatery and Saloon already
looks amazing inside and will be a sit-down
restaurant. They named their restaurant
after the fact that the smaller, balconied
property next door was Lockport’s original
stagecoach stop.

and this establishment will make a wonderful
addition to our downtown.
Naked Sprout Organics has new owners,
Charles DeLess and Rikki Neyer.
They continue to offer organic juice and
smoothies made from scratch with fresh
raw fruit and local ingredients. Stop in to
check out their new wellness programs and
remodeled interior.
Speaking of eating healthy, Marguerite’s
Vegan Café on State just won Business of
the Year from the Lockport Chamber of
Commerce. So whether you want to sink
your teeth into the Stagecoach’s ribeye, eat
a kabob from Tangled Roots Woodfire Grill,
detox with an organic juice from Rikki and
Charles, or go Raw Vegan, downtown will
have you covered.
“Yeah, but where am I going to park?”
The City is currently working with several
property owners in downtown on lot
consolidation to increase parking and
accessibility. That said, study and experience
has shown us that parking in the downtown
is no worse than parking at the mall for
walking distance to your destination.
So, support local!

More Development Updates

Sugarista Bakery will also find a home
on State Street and Grape and Hops – a
Kankakee business looking to expand – will
occupy 1026 South State.

For those of you who prefer the chains,
Chipotle and MOD Pizza are currently
under construction at Lockport Square
and Pot Belly has been knocking at the door.
Arby’s did a wonderful job rehabbing a
former bank into a new restaurant.
Holiday Inn Express is scheduled to break
ground in July. Marcus Theater purchased
the land and final plans have been approved,
though I still don’t have a start date from them.

Across the street will be the location of
Tangled Roots Wood Fire Grill. This full-scale
restaurant and micro-brewery has been
moving through the development phase and
plans to open by October. The head chef
and brew master have shared their plans
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Bettenhausen is looking to open a Jeep/
Chrysler dealership in Lockport. That will be
the first “new” car dealership in Lockport
since the Mackin Building (where Tangled
Roots is going) sold new cars on State.
Speaking of cars, Lockport local Giedrius
Lescinskas has done a spectacular job
remodeling the old Catalina Motors building
into GL Quality Auto Lounge. Fun fact, all
the brick he used was recovered from the
Willowbrook Ballroom fire.

Our industrial and logistic businesses by the
highway continue to build out adding jobs
and balancing Lockport’s economic mix.
I know such buildings are not always popular,
but such is the nature of highway industrial.
For property that the City owns on on the old
Texaco property, I have proposed something
very different - a Maker’s Park. This would
be an industrial use that focuses on small
shops and American made goods. It even
has a culinary component. Currently, we
are building a coalition between JJC, Lewis
University, the Illinois Enterprise Zone, and
private investment to bring it to reality.
I speak more about it in the State of the City
video at the 16:40 mark - again, found on the
City’s Facebook and YouTube pages.
As always, it is an honor to serve the City of
Lockport. Have a blessed summer!
Mayor Steve

OUR TOWN Summer 2019
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2019 CITY BUDGET SUMMARY
Budgeted General Fund Revenue
Transfers In - 2%
Grants, Contributions - 3%
Miscellaneous - 2%
Real Estate Taxes - 39%
Sales Tax - 17%
Other Taxes - 6%
State Income Tax - 16%
Fines, Forfeiture, & Permits - 12%
Franchise Fee & Rent Income - 3%

Budgeted General Fund Expenses
Special Projects - 1%
Administration - 13%
Police Department - 47%
Planning/Building Department - 5%
Engineering - 5%
Public Works - 13%
ESDA - 0%
Transfers - 16%

Sales Tax Revenues
Consistent sales tax revenue has allowed retail to fund development. Sales tax revenues were
at the highest level of $2.7 million in 2018, making up 16% of General Fund Revenues.

City Sales Taxes by Fiscal Year
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GFOA AWARDS

Distinguished Budget Presentation

The City has been awarded the Government
Finance Officers Association’s Distinguished
Budget Presentation Award for the 2018
Budget (for the Fiscal Year Beginning
January 1, 2018). This award is the highest
form of recognition in governmental
budgeting. The City has received this award
for the 4th year.
To receive the award, the City must publish
a budget document that meets program
criteria. The budget must serve as a policy
document, a financial plan, an operations
guide, and a communications device.

WATER BILL PAYMENT
OPTIONS
Last summer the City rolled out a new and
enhanced online feature for viewing and
paying water bills. Features include: single
sign on, real time balance information, and
18 months of ongoing history for review.
To sign up, visit Lockport.org and click the
View or Pay Bill icon on the homepage
or select Online View or Bill Pay under
the Services menu. There is a $2.95 per
transaction fee online which is paid to the
service provider, Invoice Cloud.
You can also use the interactive phone
system, toll free at (855) 760-0919, available
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. There is a
$3.80 fee for using the automated phone
system, which is paid to the service provider,
Invoice Cloud. Payments are reflected
immediately to your account. Online and
phone payments are only available up to
$300, but multiple transactions can be made
for an additional fee.
If your water is shut off, you must contact
the Water Department, at (815) 838-0549,
and select option 3, to let them know that
a payment has been made. If you have
questions or need help, please call the City
at the number listed above.

Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting

The City’s Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report for the fiscal year ended 2017
qualified for the Government Finance
Officer’s Association (GFOA) Certificate
of Achievement for Excellence in Financial
Reporting. This certificate is the highest
form of recognition in governmental
accounting and financial reporting.
This award signifies that the City has gone
beyond the minimum requirements of
generally accepted accounting principles
to prepare comprehensive annual financial
reports that represent the spirit of
transparency and full disclosure. The City
has received this award for the 8th year.

Method of Water Bill Payments
Over the Past Five Years
2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

Manually
entered

82%

53%

36%

31%

28%

ACH

11%

15%

14%

15%

17%

Electronic
Payments

7%

32%

50%

54%

55%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

Many customers have opted to make
electronic payments, which have increased
from just 7% in 2014 to 55% in 2018. Manual
payments have decreased from 82% to 28%.
OUR TOWN Summer 2019

|| 7

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

The City is continuing to invest and make progress in updating our infrastructure by executing
projects outlined in our Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).

17th & Jefferson Reconstruction
• Roadway removal and replacement
• Eight inch water main replacement
• Curb and gutter installation
• Storm sewer installation
• Sidewalk installation
Date Started: April 2019
Projected End: July 2019

Division Water Main Replacement
• Storm sewer installation
• Eight inch water main replacement
• Street resurfacing
Date Started: April 2019
Projected End: August 2019

Sanitary Sewer Televising Program

Division & Gougar Signalization

• Intersection widening and signalization
• New dedicated turn lanes
• Storm sewer, curb and gutter installation
• Landscape restoration
• Intersection resurfacing
Start Date: June 2018
Projected End: May 2019

Well 15 Construction

• Along 151st Street, west of I-355
• 1600 foot depth
• Pump installation
Start Date: July 2019
Projected End: June 2020

SERVICE REQUESTS

• Approximately 40,000 feet of evaluation
• Cleaning and root cutting
• Weak or broken sanitary sewer identification
Date Started: February 2019
Projected End: May 2019
For more details regarding current projects,
latest updates, and to view the Capital
Improvement Plan (2018-2027), visit the
Engineering page of our City website.
The CIP includes detailed project information,
cost, and location.
If you have any questions or concerns
regarding these or other public infrastructure
improvement projects, please contact:
Dan Hansen, Program Engineer
Public Works/Engineering
(815) 838-0549 x2315
dhansen@lockport.org

If you have a public works related issue that needs to be addressed, please submit a service
request online at Lockport.org and select Submit a Request; or call the Public Works
Department (M-F from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.) at (815) 838-0549, and select option 8. Please report
after hour emergencies, such as main breaks or service outages, to WESCOM (Western Will
County Communication Center) at (815) 838-2131.
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CN RAIL CROSSINGS

Earlier this year, motorists and pedestrians
experienced gate malfunctions and false
signals along the Canadian National (CN)
Railway from 2nd Street to Division Street.
Mayor Streit, Alderman Deskin, City
Administrator Ben Benson, and Chief of
Police Terry Lemming, met with CN, the
Illinois Department of Transportation, Illinois
Commerce Commission’s Rail Safety Section,
and Illinois State Senator Mike Hastings (19th
District) in Springfield to get to the bottom
of the problem and find a solution.
CN determined the cause of the false gate
closures to be a combination of overly
sensitive Positive Train Controls (PTC)
recently installed through mandate by the
federal government and poor drainage on
the tracks in certain locations between 2nd
and 9th Street.
Since the meeting, CN’s Signals &
Communications Department, their
Transportation Department, and CN Police
worked with the equipment manufacturer to
adjust the settings of the PTC sensors and
shortened the length of the area in which
trains are detected by circuitry.

continues requires the trains to run slower
through town until work is complete.
Since the repair work started, CN has
reported a reduction in the number of
errant signal activations. The City’s video
surveillance of the problem gates has also
shown this to be true.
CN has also provided the City with a detailed
plan regarding additional improvements.
Utilizing a $1 million dollar rail safety grant
that the City of Lockport was awarded, CN
will be installing pedestrian gates and other
safety measures that can lead, ultimately to a
Quiet Zone.
However, the possibility of a Quiet Zone is
in the future, as the complete cost for the
necessary improvements is estimated to be
approximately $2.2 million. The City will be
applying for further grants next fiscal year.
If all of the required safety improvements are
installed, a Quiet Zone is still subject to the
approval by the railway.
At the City’s request, the railway crossing at
9th Street will be receiving a longer mast arm
for eastbound traffic. This will allow the left
turn lane to be extended west of the tracks,
moving southbound cars to the side for
through traffic to continue.

CN has also started fixing the drainage on
track sections. In order to do this, CN has
been clearing ballast and raising the tracks
in certain problem areas. This work which
OUR TOWN Summer 2019
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PERMITS REQUIRED

Permits are required when you want to
erect, construct, alter, enlarge, or move any
building or structure which would include,
but not be limited to:
• Additions, garages, finished basements,
signs, sheds, decks, porches, patios,
swimming pools, fences, retaining walls,
fireplace, carport, canopy, satellite dish (36
inches or more), public sidewalks, driveways,
and sprinkling systems
• Installation of plumbing, electrical, and
mechanical systems
• Alterations or replacement of water supply
lines, sanitary and storm sewer drainage
lines, soil, waste lines, vent lines, gas lines, or
similar piping
• Electrical wiring and electrical services,
mechanical systems, re-roofs, and siding

Permits are NOT Required For

• Painting
• Replacement of floor coverings
• Patching
• Tuckpointing
• Wall coverings
• Patching a roof
• Kitchen cabinets
• Electrical fixtures or plumbing including
hot water heaters or water softeners
• Installation of private sidewalks
• Installation of aluminum fascia, soffits,
or gutters
• Installation of windows or doors of the
same size and type
• Installation of storm windows or
storm doors
Properties located in the Historic
Preservation District have special
regulations which must be followed.
The above list does not apply to any
property located in this district.

• Alterations and repairs which include the
cutting away of any wall portion, the removal
or cutting of any structural beams or bearing
support, the removal or change of any
required means of egress affecting the exit
requirements for the building (replacement
of doors and windows with the same size
operating standard does not constitute a
change)

Permit Tips

• Any pool, hot tubs, or spas capable of
holding 24 inches or more of water

Permit cards must be on site at all times.
Request a copy from your contractor prior
to allowing work to begin. Always check for
references/reviews of contractors. There are
several online resources including the Better
Business Bureau at BBB.org. Check with
the Building Department at (815) 838-0549,
option 5 to see if your contractor is current
with their registration, insurance and bond.

• To demolish or remove a building or
structure
• To establish any new use of property
• To excavate or change the grade of
the property
• To change the use of any building,
structure, or land from one use to another
Any changes made within the Historic
District are subject to the Heritage and
Architecture Commission approval process;
please contact Planning Department at
(815) 838-0549 x1130.
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Allow yourself enough time by turning in
your permit applications at least one week
in advance.
Processing time is typically five to seven
working days. As the property owner, it is
your responsibility to ensure that all permits
have been obtained prior to any work starts.

Never pay a contractor in full until all final
inspections have been completed and
approved by our City inspectors. Always
contact JULIE before you dig; it’s free and
required by law. Dial 811, call (800) 892-0123
or visit illinois1call.com.

OUR TOWN Summer 2019
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

ROCKED & ROLLED
May 1 - October 6
illinoisstatemuseum.org

FILM FESTIVAL
July - October
mwsfilmfest.com

INDEPENDENCE DAY
FIREWORKS SHOW
July 3
Dellwood Park

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
August 6
Central Square

SPOOKY NIGHT OUT
September 13
Hellsgate

OLD CANAL DAYS
June 13-16
oldcanaldays.com

COMICOPOLIS
July 27
comicopolis.org

WWII DAYS
September 7, 8
Dellwood Park

LOBSTERFEST
September 28
South Public Landing

FILM FESTIVAL
July-October
Roxy Theater

Visit LOCKPORT.ORG for more information
12 ||
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Jun 3
Jun 10
Jun 17
Jun 24
Jul 1
Jul 8
Jul 15
Jul 22
Jul 29
Aug 5
Aug 12
Aug 19
Aug 26

Cadillac Groove (Southern Rock)
Lincoln/Mercury
AARP Ice Cream Social

INTO LOCKPORT

Saturday June Band (Rock)
50’s Night
Coldwell Banker Real Estate Group
Retroactive (Oldies)
Mustang
Rod Baker Ford
CK & the Gray (Country)
Chevy
Berkots
Second Hand Soul Band
70’s Night
Midwest Tankerman

VENDORS

Johnny Russler & the Beach Bum Band
Mopar
Kids Plus Pediatric Dentistry

Paradise Bay Beer/wine/beverages

Dixie Crush (Country)
Corvette
Berkots

Mr. Salty’s Funnel cakes, corn dogs,
nachos, lemon shake-ups and more
Villa Nova Meatball sandwiches,
Italian beef sandwiches and more

Anthem (Classic Rock)
Motorcycle
Midwest Tankerman

Parmesans Pizza, Italian sausage
sandwiches, pesto and more

Kovacs & Company (Rock)
Foreign
Tangled Roots

Embers Craft beer, brisket sliders
and more

The Stingrays (Oldies)
60’s Night
Coldwell Banker Real Estate Group

Papa’s Party Carts Hot dogs,
walking tacos, shaved ice and more

Prairie State (Country)
Orphan Night
Will County Auto Rebuilders

Korny Bob’s Fresh corn on the cob
SL Catering Roasted nuts

The Wannabes (Rock)
Street Rods
Rod Baker Ford
June’s Got the Cash
Ford
Tangled Roots

WITH ABE

July 5: Fake ID, Smokin’ Z BBQ

August 2: Kate Foley Sings Jazz, Villa Nova Pizza
September 6: Bourbon Blues, Villa Nova Pizza
SPONSORED BY:
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

This program recognizes organizations
that have achieved excellence in law
enforcement services.
The department was assessed on the
basis of 67 separate ILEAP standards
regarding administration, operations,
training, and personnel. To successfully
complete the accreditation process, the
policies and procedures must reflect
the standards established by ILEAP, and
the department must also demonstrate
that it is following those policies and
procedures.

Lockport Police Department
Receives State Accreditation

The Lockport Police Department has received
its accreditation through the Illinois Association
of Chiefs of Police Illinois Law Enforcement
Accreditation Program (ILEAP).

This accreditation confirms that the
department has achieved a superior
level of professionalism and validates the
methods in which department members
provide services to the residents and the
general public in our community.

National Night Out: August 6

National Night Out (NNO) is a national event which focuses on the
community and raising awareness throughout the United States,
by promoting police/community partnerships and neighborhood
camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer. Shining a spotlight
on community police programs, National Night Out increases
connections between those who serve and their neighborhoods
through the programs they provide.
Our local Lockport night out is a free event that will take place on
Tuesday, August 6 from 5:30 p.m to 9:00 p.m. at Central Square.
There will be games, music, activities for kids, and food vendors.

Safe Passage Program

The Safe Passage Program was created to help heroin and opiate
addicts get into recovery. If you need help, or know someone who
needs help with addiction, you just need to be willing to come to the
police station and ask for it.
We have partnered with area treatment facilities to ensure that patients are not judged by
their addiction, insurance ability, or criminal history, but rather their willingness to receive the
care and treatment they deserve - not in days or weeks, but immediately.
Help is available at the Lockport Police Department, 1212 Farrell Road or (815) 838-2131.
The police station is open 24/7/365. If you arrive before or after the hours of Monday to Friday
from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., please use the red phone to ask for assistance.
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GARBAGE/RECYCLING
Yard Waste

Waste Management will pick up yard
waste now through December 8 on your
designated garbage day. If you do not
currently have a yard waste container
(available to rent), you can put your leaves,
grass clippings, twigs, and branches in Kraft
bags (no sticker necessary).
Branches/brush must be securely bundled
with string or twine and bundles must:
• Weigh less than 50 pounds
• Not be longer than 4 feet in length
• Not be more than 5 inches in diameter

Bulk Items

Waste Management will pick up one bulk
item per week placed the curb by 6 a.m. on
your trash service day. Extra items for pick
up must be scheduled in advance by calling
Waste Management at (800) 964-8988.
You may also schedule a Bulk Item Pick up
using the online form. Visit Lockport.org,
under Services, select Garbage & Recycling.

As a reminder, to avoid a missed
pick up, garbage and recycling
should be placed at the curb
prior to 6 a.m.
Accepted items for bulk pick up include:
furniture, construction debris, bicycles,
mattresses, carpet (cut/tied in 4ft. bundles-10
rolls max) and water softeners (water/salt
removed). Maximum is 45 lbs.
Non-accepted items include: hazardous
waste, auto parts, industrial discards, liquids
and excessively large items.

Electronics Recycling

Electronic recycling drop off is available at
Public Works, 17112 Prime Blvd. on Tuesdays
and Fridays from 6 a.m. to 11 a.m.
A list of accepted items is available on the
Will County website, willcountygreen.com or
by calling the Public Works Department at
(815) 838-0549, and select option 8. When
dropping off items, please bring a driver’s
license for proof of Will County residency.
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