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MAYOR STREIT'S NOTES
Each generation in our City has had
its own set of unique challenges and
opportunities. The closing of the I&M
Canal in the 1930s, and subsequent
abandonment of the warehousing district
along the canal, greatly eroded the
City’s industrial foundation. Fortunately,
Texaco employed a great many Porters,
but when the refinery closed in the 80s, it
led to a local economic depression.
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The last few years have seen industry
return to Lockport providing jobs and
opportunities that previously folks had to
leave town for. Our commercial options
are also on a positive trajectory, even in
this age of retailers closing their brick
and mortar stores.
In the midst of such growth, we have
spent millions on fixing our infrastructure
throughout the City, as well as making
the long-awaited improvements to State
Street. Crumbling vaults, inadequate
watermains, the preservation of our
downtown parking, and beautification
elements are all part of the fix.
That said, construction has been both an
opportunity and a challenge, especially
for our downtown businesses. As
such, I implore you to patronize those
downtown businesses that have chosen
Lockport as their home and have had to
weather this tough but necessary time.
-Mayor Streit

On behalf of the City Council, I’d like to welcome
you to the Fall/Winter edition of the Our Town
Lockport Newsletter. Thank you for taking the
time to engage and read some updates that we’re
excited to share with you.
Significant progress has been made in our
downtown construction project. The contractor
has made improvements, completing major
milestones on both sides of State and 9th Street.
While we experienced unforeseen challenges
on the west side of State, progress has been
faster on the east side. Work on the 9th Street
watermain is complete, and the contractor
assures us they will meet the sidewalk and
parking deadlines by the beginning of December.
Beautification elements and details will be
completed in 2019.
Major developments are also coming to our
Archer Avenue and 159th Street corridors.
Marcus Theaters officially submitted their
proposal to the City for a movie theater on 159th
Street near I-355. They're expected to be joined in
a 2019 ground breaking by Holiday Inn Express.
Tangled Roots Brewing Company, based in
Ottawa, recently announced that they're planning
to expand to Downtown Lockport. Their concept
includes a dining experience and brewpub,
featuring craft beer. Braci is another new
restaurant coming to downtown, and we look
forward to their opening next year.
Arby’s was recently approved by Council and they
will open their new location, including a drive
thru, after redesigning the former Standard Bank
building on the south side of 159th Street.
Construction has started on the Highland Ridge
Development, featuring 240 luxury apartments
and commercial outlots along Archer Avenue.
Prologis Industrial Park continues construction
on their new road and landscape berms in
preparation for their first buildings.

Mayor Steven Streit

PROGRESS ON STATE
DOWNTOWN CONSTRUCTION
The contractor, D Construction, has completed
pre-staging and stage 1 of the IDOT project, and
watermain work. The project is currently in stage
2 of construction with several major milestones
completed. Residents are encouraged to sign up for
construction updates on the City's homepage under
Notify Me > News Flash > City News.

STAGE 1: COMPLETE
Construction crews completed sidewalk, curb,
watermain, and on-street parking on the west side
of State. The activities in this phase were completed
in September, moving construction from the west
side of State Street to the east side.

STAGE 3: AHEAD

Roadway will be removed and surface
installed. Permanent street lighting and
traffic signals will be installed. Once
complete, temporary traffic signals, striping,
and lighting will be removed. This stage is
expected to begin in April/May 2019.

STREETSCAPING: AHEAD

Streetscaping will be installed including;
landscaping, trees, decorative planters,
and pavers. Public gathering spaces will be
created with dedicated communal seating
to promote walkability. Streetscaping is
scheduled to start in late spring 2019 and
be completed in late summer 2019.

HISTORICAL STATE

STAGE 2: IN PROGRESS
D Construction is continuing work on the east side,
as they wrap up this stage. Work is being performed
on the east side of State, including curb and gutter
and parking installation. Watermain has been
installed on 9th Street. The roadway will be prepared
for the final stage.

East side of State Street, looking south from
9th Street, circa 1910

West side of State Street, looking north from
10th Street, circa 1910
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CHRISTMAS IN THE SQUARE
Saturday, November 24, 1-4:30 PM
Central Square, 222 E. 9th Street

Have your picture taken with Santa, listen to
carolers, visit the live reindeer, and participate
in several family-activities, fun for all ages!
Mainstreet is hosting Passport to Christmas
in the Square. Participants get their own
passport to downtown businesses, and
receive a stamp for visiting each destination
to qualify for the raffle at 4:30 PM.
Also at the end of our day together, the annual
Tree Lighting Ceremony will "light up the City"
to officially kick off the holiday season.

MOVIE MATINEE: FROZEN

Thursday, December 27 at 2 PM
ROXY, 1017 S. State Street
The Summer Arts Series is showing a matinee
of the movie Frozen at the Roxy Theater at 2
PM. Doors open at 1:30 PM. Dress up as your
favorite Frozen character. Pizza, hot dogs,
popcorn, candy, pop and water available for
sale from Papa Joe's.
Tickets will go on sale the week of Nov. 26.
Check Lockport.org for more information.

HOLIDAY GIFT SHOW

November 23 through December 30
Gallery 7, 200 W. 8th Street
Find unique gifts, or something special just
for you, made by local artisans. An open
house will be held Saturday, November 24
from noon to 5 PM. More information is
available at galleryseven.net.

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
Saturday, November 24

This national holiday has been observed
since 2010. And this year, you can join
the movement and help our businesses in
Lockport thrive! Support local by shopping
local at our many small businesses.
The Lockport Chamber of Commerce is
partnering with American Express providing
tote bags filled with local business coupons,
discounts, and promotional items that will
be distributed at Christmas in the Square
(limited number of totes, available on a first
come, first serve basis).

NOW TRENDING
SNOW PLOWING: PRIORITY REMOVAL

No person shall park any vehicle upon the public streets at any time
after snow begins to fall and for a period of eight hours after snow stops
falling on the streets and public parking lots. If the snow on the street
exceeds two inches in depth, the parking prohibition shall continue until
snow removal operations are complete.
The City has a priority plowing system to help traffic move as efficiently
and safely as possible. Priority one streets are main streets, including
subdivisions, roads linking arterials, and streets with schools. Priority
two are minor residential, side streets, cul-de-sacs with steep inclines or
sharp curves. Prirority three are dead ends, cul-de-sacs, and alleys.
The Illinois Department of Transportation plows Route 171, Route 53,
and Route 7 including the high-level bridge. Will County plows Division
Street east of Briggs Street, and Briggs Street south of Division Street.

WM HOLIDAY
SCHEDULE

Waste Management is
observing Thanksgiving
Day on Thursday,
November 24 and
Christmas Day on
Tuesday, December 25.
If your service day
falls on or follows one
of these observed
holidays, your service
will be delayed by one
day for that week only.

SAFE PASSAGE PROGRAM
The Safe Passage Program was created to help heroin and opiate
addicts get into recovery. If you or someone you know needs help
with addiction, you just have is to be willing to come to the Police
Department, located at 1212 Farrell Rooad, and ask for it.
We have partnered with area treatment facilities to ensure patients are
not judged by their addiction, insurance ability, or criminal history, but
rather their willingness to receive the care and treatment they deserve
- not in days or weeks - but immediately. Our staff is here to help with
guidance in the first and hardest steps to recovery: day one.

WATER BILLING FAQS
How can I pay my water bill online? Please visit Lockport.org and click the “view or pay bill” icon.
Do I need to re-register my account? YES, our new system is not connected to the old online system.
The new system allows you to see your full account history and make payments that post in real-time.
How do I look up my account? You'll need your account number (when entering, the dash is required).
Are there charges to pay online? Yes, the fee is $2.95 per $300 transaction online and $3.80 per $300
transaction by phone. You can make multiple payments. Fees are collected entirely by the processor.
What number do I call to pay by phone? (855) 760-0919
How can I pay my bill and not pay any service fees? Free ways to pay water bill include: automatic
withdrawal setup with City; the drop box outside City Hall; BMO Harris Bank Lockport branch; US Bank
Lockport branch; 2nd floor of City Hall; through your personal online banking; or by mailing a check.
When is my water bill due? Water bills are due on the 15th of every month.
What is the difference between the City’s automatic withdrawal and the online payment autopay?
The City’s automatic withdrawal is completed without any fees and the amount is directly withdrawn
from your bank account on the 15th of the month. The online option will incur a fee every month for
the transaction, but you can select a different date to pay your bill.

DEVELOPMENT UPDATES
COMPLETED IN 2018

• The Community and Economic Development Department updated the Demographics for
Customized Trade Area in 2018. Population and average household income increased from 2017.
The full Retail Trade Area Demographics Profile is available on our website.
• The department attended the ICSC RECon event to promote the City and recruit new business.
• The Former Fish Pantry property on 9th Street was purchased by Domino’s. The new ownership
completed substantial building and site improvements.
• The Roxy theater and event venue renovated the exterior and interior of their downtown building.
• Panera Bread opened a new modern design location on 159th Street in the Lockport Plaza.
• The former Catalina Motors property was purchased for a high-end used automobile dealership,
and the new owner completed substantial building and site improvements.

IN PROGRESS / COMING IN 2019

• Construction started on the Highland Ridge Mixed Use Development of commercial outlots and
240 luxury apartments on Archer Avenue.
• Construction started on Prologis Industrial Park including approximately 2 million square feet of
industrial space along 143rd Street.
• O’Reilly Auto Parts on 9th Street started construction.
• Christian Brothers Automotive on 9th Street will be starting construction soon.
• Holiday Inn Express and Marcus Theaters are coming soon to the Lockport Plaza along I-355.
• Christopher Burke Engineering will be a new tenant at the Medical Express building on 159th Street.

Highland Ridge Development Rendering

Holiday Inn Express Design

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
7TH & WASHINGTON

PARKWAY TREES

7th Street, from Madison to Washington, and
Washington Street, from 7th to 8th, have been
fully reconstructed. The projected included
replacement of the roadway, curb and gutter,
storm sewer, and landscape restoration.

8TH & VALLEY LANE

The annual free parkway tree replacement
program is underway. This year, the
City was able to provide a spring and
fall planting program for residents and
businesses that have lost a tree due to the
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB). To be eligible,
the City had to remove the tree and the
tree had to be removed due to the EAB.
If you have had a parkway tree removed
by the City because it was diseased or
dying (but not due to EAB), the City offers
a 50/50 Parkway Tree Replacement
Program. Priority is given to those that
have lost a tree; however, provided that
funding is available, anyone can opt into
this program.
By participating in the 50/50 program,
residents may purchase a tree from an
approved list for their parkway. The City
will reimburse 50% of the cost, up to
$175. Taxes, delivery, and installation, etc.
will not be reimbursed.

Included water main replacement, curb
repair and replacement, sidewalk repair and
replacement and roadway reconstruction.
Also included is roadway resurfacing on 8th
Street from Adams to Summit, and full roadway
reconstruction on Summit Drive from 7th to 8th.

WELL 15
WELL 15

Construction of a new deep well at the existing
Well 10 Site and water treatment facility, along
151st Street, west of I-355.

This program is offered on a first comefirst serve basis, provided approved
funding is still available. If you are
interested in the 50/50 Parkway Tree
Replacement Program, you can find out
how to participate on our website at
lockport.org/parkwaytrees.

BIKE/PEDESTRIAN PATH

The City entered into a professional
services agreement with Greenberg
Farrow to update the City's 2003 Bicycle/
Pedestrian System Master Plan.
Staff held a kick-off meeting in September
and a tour in October. Pending approval
by City Council, the updated plan should
be completed by late summer 2019.

@CityofLockport

Facebook | Instagram | Twitter

Lockport.org

222 E. 9th St. | Monday-Friday 8 AM-4:30 PM
Mayor Steven Streit
Kathy Gentile, City Clerk
David Palya, Treasurer
Jim Petrakos, 1st Ward
Renee Saban, 1st Ward
JR Gillogly, 2nd Ward
Christina Bergbower, 2nd Ward
Mark Lobes, 3rd Ward
Darren Deskin, 3rd Ward
Joanne Bartelsen, 4th Ward
Catherine Perretta, 4th Ward

Main Number: (815) 838-0549
Mayor Streit’s Office: x2115
Ben Benson, City Administrator: x2111
Terry Lemming, Police Chief: (815) 838-2132
Water Department: Option 3
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Public Works is open Monday to Friday from 7 AM to
3:30 PM. To report an after hours public works-related
emergency, such as a water leak or main break,
please call WESCOM at (815) 838-2131.

NEW BUSINESSES
Tropical Smoothie, 16105 S. Farrell Rd.
Aspen Dental, 16473 W. 159th St.
Cooms Corner, 1224 E. 9th St.
White Lotus Weddings, 932 S. State St.
Dominos, 604 E. 9th St.
Panera Bread, 16477 W. 159th St.
Dunkin Donuts, 730 S. State St.
UPS, 16328 John Lane XING
Carpetimes, 846 N. State St.
Fisher Auto Parts, 601 S. State St.
Mission Foods, 14407 Gougar Rd. #100
Kiwanis Peanut Day, 854 N. State St.

ITW Deltar Body & Fuel, 15901 W. 147th St. #100
Acer Service Corp, 16508 S. John Lane XING #100
Berlin Packaging LLC, 16230 W. 163rd St. #900
360 Degrees Tax Prep, 1000 S. State St. #208
Asian Harbor, 16537 W. 159th St.*
Blossom Nails, 1155 E. 9th St.*
Broken Arrow Golf Course, 16325 Broken Arrow Dr.*
Dawn’s Barber Shop, 809 S. State St.**
Mint Salon, 201 E. 9th St.**
Patriot Pilates, 610 Maryknoll Dr.**
*New Ownership **New Location

HOLIDAY CLOSURES
City Offices will be closed on:
Thursday, November 22 (Thanksgiving Day)
Friday, November 23 (Thanksgiving)
Monday, December 24 at noon (Christmas Eve)
Tuesday, December 25 (Christmas Day)
Monday, December 31 at noon (New Years Eve)
Tuesday, January 1, 2019 (New Years Day)

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

